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as  one  attending  pastor  said;  "This  year's 
evangelism  coiirerence  is  the  best  ever." 
Maiw  others  echoed  his  sentiments. 

Nussissippi  Baptist  pastors,  staff,  and 
laypeople  gatherra  at  Harrisbure  Church 
on  January  27-28  for  the  2(>D3  State 
Evangelism  Corfference  sponsored  by  the 
Evangelism  Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB). 
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evangelism  conference  was  a  first-time 
women's  track,  sponsored  by  ffie  Missis^pi 

Woman's  Missionary  Union  (WMu).  1 

Participants  in  both  conferences  were 
encouraged,  inspired,  and  motivated  by 
diverse  array  of  speal^  and  musicians. 

The  January  27  afternoon 
opmed  wiff\  by  Reggie  and  Ladye 
Smifft  of  Nashville,  long-ome  conference 
favorites,  boff\  of  whom  have  Mississippi 
roots.  Sonny  Adkins.  MBCB  Evangeli^ 

Direc€?rOTl9ft9ieffidd,  pastor  of  ^  host 
churdi;  and  Lar^  OBs,  nuiyor  of  ligxlo 
and  an  active  paradpant  in  Baptist  work 

around  the  state,  all  offered  welcomes.  CALL  TO  COMMITMENT  -  Richard  Jackson  (st 

Rick  Green,  minister  of  music  at  First  Evangelism  in  Brownwood,  Texas,  offers  encouragei 

Church,  Madison,  led  tt>e  congregation  iii  tors  and  others  during  the  January  27  evening  ses! 
worshfe.  Daimy  Lanier,  evangelist  from  Conference  at  Harrisburg  Church,  Tupelo.  (Photo  b 

Little  Rock,  Miss.,  preached  from  John  14,  - ; - 

painting  a  word  picture  of  heaven  and  ff\e  Center  for  Evangelism,  Brownwood, 

glories  awaiting  oelievers  there.  ,  Tex.,  used  a  marked  New  Testament  his  Springe 

^chard  Jackson,  former  pastor  of  center  has  developed  to  show  conferees  session 
North  Phoenix  Church,  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  how  this  copy  of  the  Scriptures  could  be  Ulustral 

and  currently  director  of  the  Jackson  used  as  a  witnessing  tool.  attack. ' 
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OFFERING  PRAISE  -  Music  evangelists  Reggie  (righO  and  Ladye  Smith  of  Nashville  lead  wor¬ 
ship  during  the  January  27  State  Evangelism  Conferer^  at  Harrisburg  Church,  Tupelo.  The  Smiths 
are  both  Mississippi  natives.  (BR  photo  by  Tony  Martin) 
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Understanding  our  limitations 


Another  seven  lives  have  been  lost,  and  day.  Who  are  we?  From 
another  space  shuttle  has  been  whence  did  we  come? 
reduced  to  ja^ed,  smoldering  rub-  Where  are  we  going?  What 
ble.  As  we  watchra  tl^  tragedy  unfold  is  to  become  of  usr  All  the 
before  our  eyes  once  again,  many  people  attempts  to  expand  the 
undoubtedly  e^^rienced  flaishbacks  to  truit  boimaaries  of  oiu  knowl- 
terrible  day  in  1986  when  the  space  shuttle  edge  really  boil  down  to  a 
Challenger  went  down  during  launch  from  quest  to  discover  such 
Florida.  We've  been  here  bwore,  and  we  answers,  don't  they? 
don't  like  it  any  better  this  time  around.  God  has  riven  us  great 

At  times  like  these,  videotape  has  to  be  minds  with  which  to 
one  of  the  curses  of  the  modem  age.  With  explore  the  wonders  of  our 
videotape  we  can  view  the  awful  events  of  world  and  our  existence  in 
February  1  over  and  over  again,  as  we  the  universe.  Of  course, 

■  have  viewed  the  events  of  some  people  have  turned 
September  11,  2001,  over  and  over  their  great  minds  into  a 
again.  One  has  to  wonder  about  the  repository  for  wicked 
long-term  ejects  of  such  repetitious  thoughts  —  the  Hollywood 
instant  replay  on  the  psycholc^cal  estamishment  comes  to 
and  emotional  healdi  of  mdividuals  mind  —  but  that  certainly 
-  especially  children  -  and  the  wasn't  God's  intent  when 
nation  as  a  whole.  he  made  us  a  little  higher 
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not  as  a  way  to  draw  closer  to  God  but  as  a 
way  to  put  ourselves  on  a  par  with  Him  or 
even  replace  Him  in  our  hearts  and  minds. 
The  ancient  Babylonians  tried  to  do  that, 
witii  limited  success.  How  can  we  believe 
we  will  fare  any  better  in  our  day? 

Among  our  prayers  after  a  such  high- 
tech  tragray  as  the  Columbia  should  be  an 
acknowledgement  before  the  Fattier  of  our 
own  intellectual  limitations  and  God's 
boundless  knowledge.  For  all  our  sakes, 
may  we  never  confuse  the  two. 
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'as  one  of  your  goals  for 
the  coming  year  to  lose 
(p  it  off? 


lies  throughout  the  day  than 
those  who  eat  a  healthful 
breakfast. 

•  Eat  low-calorie,  low-fat, 
complex-carbohydrate  food  — 
the  most  efficient  and  benefi¬ 
cial  body  fuel.  Examples 
include  whole  grain  bread,  rice, 
vegetables,  legumes  (such  as 
kiom^  beans),  oats,  and  barley. 
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weight  and  keei 
Accordi^  to  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control,  there  is  a  good 
chance  this  goal  would  benefit 
you  since  61%  of  the  U.S.  propu- 
lation  is  overweight  or  obese. 

Body  weight  that  is  higher 
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than  recommended  for  your 

body  frame  increases  your  risk  r  r 

of  heart  disease,  diabetes,  cer-  Lijevy/ay  L 

tain  types  of  cancer,  and  ortho- 

p^ic  problems  such  as  knee,  •  Keep  a  detailed  food  jour- 
nip,  and  back  pain.  Health  nal.  Recording  the  food  and 
experts  agree  that  if  you  are  amount  you  eat  raises  the 
overweight,  losing  as  little  as  awareness  of  what  you  are 
five  to  10  percent  of  your  body  actually  eating.  Studi^  have 
weight  can  have  significant  proven  that  most  people 
health  benefits.  imderestimate  the  nurnwr  of  clothing.  Changes 

When  we  realize  it’s  time  to  calories  they  eat  by  500  to  1,000  ’  "  •  • 

do  something  about  our  calories  per  day,  and,  the  more 
weight,  many  begin  crazy  diets  overweight  a  person  is  the 
and  set  imrealistic  goals  that  higher  the  tiuscalculation. 
may  work  for  a  while. 

Unfortunately,  most  people  "reality  check."  Honestly  record 
don't  keep  the  weight  off.  Tnis  everything  you  eat  for  seven 
yo-yo  cycle  is  discouraging  but  days.  Note  tne  amount  and  the 
there  is  good  news.  It  is  possi-  sp)ecific  food.  Remember  to 
ble  to  lose  weight  and  keep  it  include  the  taste  tests  from  the 
off.  Successful  "losers"  have  grocery  store,  the  piece  of  candy 
valuable  lessons  to  share.  and  the  bites  when  preparing 

The  National  Weight  Control  cleaiting  up  dinner.  You  may 
Registry  tracks  the  weight  loss  shockeo  at  the  amount  of  mind 
success  of  approximately  3,000  less  eating  you  do. 
people  who  nave  lost  at  least  30  •  WeiM  i 

pounds  and  kept  it  off  for  a  year  week  to  %ec1 
of  more.  Here  are  some  sugges-  t"  •  •  • 
tions  for  long-term  success.  give  a  true  ind 


•  Exercise  regularly  to  fire 
up  your  metabimsm.  Exercise 
has  many  I 


benefits:  burning 

loss  or  weight  gain.  Set  a  spe-  additional  calories,  strengthen- 
cific  time  each  week  to  weigh  ing  muscles,  using  stored  fat 
when  the  conditions  are  simi-  for  energy,  reducing  stress, 
lar.  Use  other  measurements  of  warding  off  diseases,  and 
progress  such  as  body  mea-  increasing  restful  sleep  time, 
surement^and  the  fit  of  your  As  believers,  we  can  honor 
^  i  can  occur  in  God  when  we  properly  care 
your  body  thaY  the  scale  may  for  the  body  he  nas  given  us. 
not  register.  1  Corinthians  10:31  says,  "So 

•  Eat  small  meals  through-  whether  you  eat  or  drink  or 

^  out  the  day.  Small,  plarmed  whatever  you  do,  do  it  all  for 

A  food  journal  is  an  excellent  meals  every  three  to  four  hours  the  glory  of  God."  A  solid 

reality  check."  Honestty  record  stabilize  blood  sugar  levels  and  weight  loss  and  weight  main- 

head  off  binge  eatmg.  tenance  plan  is  not  a  quick  fix 

*  Eat  breakfast  every  day.  or  fad  diet. 

Breakfast  is  the  power  meal  of  Begin  a  step-by-step  approach 
the  day  that  kick-starts  your  to  amieving  your  goals  and 
metabolism.  Eat  within  two  establishung  ufe-long  habits. 

or  hours  of  waking  up.  Include  - 

be  complex  carbohydrates  such  as  Branda  Polk  is  a  certified  per- 
whole  grain  cereal  or  bread  sonal  trainer,  wellness  coach,  and 
and  protein  sources  such  as  Fit  4  coordinator  at  LifeWay 
ourself  once  a  milk  or  yogurt  for  a  balanced  Christian  Resources  in  Nashville, 
i  your  progress,  start  to  your  day.  People  who  For  more  information  about  well- 
Weighing  more  o^n  does  not  skip  breakfast  consume  ness  and  health  issues,  check  out 
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Guest  Opinion;  I 

« 

Losing  a  little 
helps  a  lot 

By  Branda  Polk, 

LifeVfay  Christian  Resources,  Nashville 

Astronauts  recalled  as  strong  Christians 


HOUSTON  (BP  and  local  daughters,  had  been  at  the 
reports)  -  Astronauts  Rick  church  for  four  years.  Although 
Husband  and  Michael  described  as  "kind  of  quiet," 
Anderson  were  remembered  in  The  Post  reported  that 
their  home  church  Feb. 

2  as  men  who  fervently 
lived  for  God  more 
than  having  achieved 
their  childhood  dreams 
of  space  flight. 

Husband,  age  45, 
commander  of  the  Space 
Shuttle  Columbia,  and 
payload  commander 
Anderson,  age  43,  were 
among  the  seven  astro¬ 
nauts  killed  Feb.  1  when  the 
spacecraft  broke  apart  and  disin¬ 
tegrated  over  norm  Texas  just  16 
mmutes  from  landing. 


BAPTISTS 


Husband 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


Grace  Community  Church,  an  his  childhood  and  sometimes  and  to  try  and  be  a  good  hus- 
interdenomina- 

southeastern 
Houston  of 

Clear 

were  men  fer- 
vently  for 

pas- 

tor  Steve  Higgle 
thousands  of 
mourners  at  three 
services 
the  AP 
cele- 

brate  they  in 
the  hands  the 

Husband,  father 

sa^  in 
at  Grace 
and 
weekly 
prayer  for 

fathers  called  IN  MEMORIUM  -  A  flag  is  placed  by  an  anonymous  donor  in  the  median  of  a 
"Dads  in  the  Gap,"  highway  just  north  of  Palestine,  Texas,  at  the  site  where  a  small  piece  of  the  Space 
executive  pastor  Shuttle  Columbia  fell  on  Feb.  1  after  the  orbiter  disintegrated  upon  re-entry  at  the 
Garrett  Boom  told  end  of  a  16-day  scientific  mission.  (BP  photo  by  Richard  D.  McCormack) 
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Members  of  the  Grace 
Community  choir  had  an  espe¬ 
cially  difficult  time  dealing 
with  the  absence  of  their 
famous  member,  posting  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  Husband  in  his  uniform 
in  the  choir  room  and  sharing 
brief  remembrances  before 
turning  to  the  task  of  comfort- 
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The  Finance  Committee  of  the  Mississippi  Senate  adjurns  without 
taking  any  action  on  a  state-operated  lottery  bill,  and  thus  allowed 
the  bill  to  die. 


Ihistees  of  Golden  Gate  Seminary  in  Mill  Valley,  Ca.,  meet  in  San 
Francisco  to  elect  a  president  to  succeed  Bill  Pinscm.  The  search  committee  is 
to  subnut  die  name  of  Frank  Pollard,  former  pastor  of  First  Church,  Jackson. 


Ihistees  at  Mississippi  College  in  Clintcm  hear  die  story  of  the  much-need¬ 
ed  enlargement  campaign  from  president  D.  M.  Nelson.  According  to 
Nebon,  the  eruoUment  of  1138  is  the  largest  in  die  school's  history,  with  dass- 
room  and  dormitcxy  space  overflowing. 
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Anderson  -  one  of  a 
few  African-American 
astronauts  -  was  aware 
of  his  status  as  a  role 
model.  The  newspaper 
said  he  often  spoke  at 
schools,  encouraging 
students  to  follow  meS 

my  life  having  been  an 
astronaut,  but  having 
sacrificed  my  family 
alone  the  way  or  living 
my  fife  in  a  way  that 
didn't  glorify  God, 
then  I  would  look  back 
on  it  with  great  regret," 

/ 

\ 

^  / 

■ _ 1 

dreams. 

Husband  said  on  the 

_  / 

Anderson's  parents 

video.  "Having 

■ _ 

Wounded  pharmacist  continues  recovery 


RECOVERING  -  After  Don 
Caswell  (center)  survived  the 
Dec.  30  attack  on  Jibla  Baptist 
Hospital,  he  and  his  wife,  Teri 
(right)  and  their  sons  Ben 
(left),  age  1 1 ,  and  Caleb,  age 
5,  are  waiting  to  hear  from 
God  about  what  he  wants 
them  to  do  next  -  even  if  it 
means  going  back  to  Yemen. 
Three  Southern  Baptist  work¬ 
ers  were  killed  in  the  attack. 
(BP  photo  by  Mike  Creswell; 
(c)  International  Mission 
Board,  Richmond,  Virginia) 


JIBLA,  Yemen  (BP  -  Don  Caswell  saw 
die  armed  man  walking  toward  him  and 
knew  -  just  knew  -  die  gunman  was  com¬ 
ing  to  kill  him.  1  was  looking  at  him  and  I 
saw  him  look  at  me,  and  duit  instant  I  real¬ 
ized  he  was  coming 
right  toward  the  phar¬ 
macy,”  Caswell  said  in 
his  soft  Texas  accent. 

Caswell,  a  pharma¬ 
cist,  was  shot  twice  dur¬ 
ing  die  Dec.  30  attack  at 
Jil^  Baptist  Hospital  in 
Yemen,  but  after  emer¬ 
gency  surgery  and 
neatment  he  is  recover¬ 
ing.  When  he  was  able 
to  talk  about  the  shoot¬ 
ings  a  week  later,  he 
attributed  his  survival 
to  a  miracle  of  God. 

Three  other  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  workers, 
physician  Martha 
Myers,  hospital  admin¬ 
istrator  William 
Koehn,  and  purchasing 
manager  Kathleen 
Gariety,  were  shot 
dead  by  the  gunman. 

Don  and  l&i  CasweU 
had  worked  at  the  hospi¬ 
tal  for  about  18  mondis 
of  a  two-year  term  with 
die  International  Mission 
Board's  International  Service  Corps.  Their 
term  was  to  end  in  June. 

Don  grew  up  in  Levelland,  Texas,  near 
Lubbock,  but  he  and  Teri  call  Eustace, 
Texas,  home.  They  are  members  of  First 
Church  there. 

In  the  early  morning  hours  of  December 
30,  Caswell  and  a  pharmacist  from  Russia 
handled  a  flurry  ot  prescription  refills. 


Around  8  a.m.,  they  heard  gtuishots.  'It 
is  not  unusual  in  Yemen  for  people  to  shoot 
guns  od,  but  normally  not  that  early  in  die 
morning  and  it  sotmded  like  it  was  real 
close,"  Guwell  recalled. 

He  walked  out  the  door  of  the  one-room 
pharmacy  and  looked  down  die  corridor, 
m  saw  a  man  come  out  of  Bill  Koehn's 
odice.  T  noticed  he  wasn't  running  re^  fast 
but  he  was  moving  quickly  and  I  noticed  a 
gun  in  hds  hand.  It  was^  a  pistol  of  some 
kind.  I  couldn't  tell  for  sure  what  kind  it 
was,"  Caswell  said. 

As  he  made  eye  contact  witii  the  gun¬ 
man,  Caswell  moved  back  into  the  phar¬ 
macy  room,  thinking  he  would  move 
behind  a  work  counter  -  but  the  guiunan 
entered  immediately  behind  Caswell  and 
stood  no  more  tiian  five  feet  away. 

"At  diat  time  I  knew  he  was  going  to 
shoot  me,"  Caswell  recounted.  "An  incred¬ 
ible  thing  about  that  was  that  I  wasn't  filled 
with  a  lot  of  fear,"  he  said.  '1  had  a  certain 
peace  about  all  this.  Then  a  shot  came,  and 
I  think  probably  in  the  back  of  my  mind 
was,  'Well,  where  is  he  going  to  shoot  and 
is  it  going  to  hurt  very  much/' 

"He  got  me  dght  here  in  the  side.  It  was¬ 
n't  just  an  unbearable  pain  but  it  did  hurt 
pretty  bad.  I  rememTCr  that  shot  and  I 
thought  I  heard  two  more  quick  shots  but  I 
didnTfeel  anything  else." 

Caswell  was  hit  twice,  once  in  each  side, 
thou^  the  second  shot  apparently  entered 
from  the  back  as  he  spun  arotmd  and  fell 
from  the  impact  of  tne  first  shot.  In  the 
warped  perception  of  time  in  crisis  events, 
Caswell  clearly  recalls  talking  to  God  in 
that  quick-but-long  few  seconds  between 
the  time  he  was  shot  and  when  help 
arrived  in  the  form  of  doctors  and  nurses. 

"This  whole  time  I  was  just  talking  to 
God  and  it  did  hurt  a  little  but...  I  didn't 
feel  like  I'm  dying,  whatever  that  feels 


like,  you  know,"  he  said,  "but  still  at  this 
tiiiw  1  never  was  unconscious.  I  just  had 
this  peaceful  feeling.  Seems  to  me  maybe 
I  was  talking  to  God  out  loud.  Maybe  it 
was  Just  in  my  mind,  but  I  was  asking  the 
Lora  if  this  was  the  time  he  was  going  to 
take  me,  if  I  was  going  to  die  there.  I 
rememb«  telling  hun  that,  'Lord,  if  you 
want  to  take  me  it's  fine,  but  I  would  real¬ 
ly  like  to  stay  here  and  not  leave  Teri  and 
tne  boys  alcme  here  like  this." 

Doctors  rushed  Caswell  to  an  operating 
room,  where  most  supplies  had  been 
packed  away  for  the  hospital's  potential 
closure.  Missionary  physician  Judy 
Williams  had  earlier  insist  on  leaving 
out  enough  instruments  and  other  items 
for  emergency  surgery. 

Exploratory  surgery  ascertained  that  the 
bullets  had  missed  vital  organs  and  that 
there  was  no  internal  bleeding.  As  soon  as 
he  recovered  sufficiently,  tne  Caswells 
went  to  anotiier  country  to  recuperate. 

As  they  walked  around  their  new 
town  with  their  boys,  visited  a  park,  and 
bought  ice  cream  cones,  Don  and  Teri 
kept  looking  at  each  other,  gratitude  fair¬ 
ly  shining  in  their  faces  for  this  extended 
time  they  now  have  together.  After  so 
much  uncertain^/  Teri  is  finally  able  to 
kid  Don  about  Ming  shot  in  his  "love 
handles."  She  said  with  a  grin:  "We're  just 
thankful  he's  a  little  overweight." 

With  their  current  Yemen  assignment 
almost  complete  anyway,  the  Caswells 
did  not  yet  know  for  sure  what  they 
would  do  next.  They  planned  to  wait  to 
hear  what  God  has  for  them.  Would  they 
return  to  Yemen?  "Yes,  if  that's  where 
God  calls  us,"  Caswell  said. 

What  would  they  say  to  Southern 
Baptists  who  have  supported  them?  "Keep 
praying!"  Teri  said.  "We're  OK!  And  we're 
going  to  do  what  the  Lord  wants  us  to  do." 


Mississippi  legislators  to  debate  bills  of  interest 


By  Jimmy  Porter, 

CAC  Executive  Director _ 

The  2003  session  of  the 
Mississippi  Legislature  began 
on  January  7,  with  1,471  bills 
introduced  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  871  bills 
in  the  Senate.  Following  are  a 
few  of  the  bills  that  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Christian 
Action  Commission  (CAC)  is 
monitoring. 

The  list  is  in  no  way  inclu¬ 
sive  of  all  the  issues  that  con¬ 
cern  Mississippi  Baptists. 
House  bills  are  identified  as 
HB,  while  Senate  Bills  are  iden- 
tifi^  as  SB.  The  description  of 
each  bill  is  followed  by  a  CAC 
recommendation  on  support¬ 
ing  or  opposing  the  bill. 

Many  of  these  bills  will  die 
in  comihiftee,  but  not  all  of 
them.  Mississippi  Baptists 
desiring  to  track  a  particular 
bill  or  bills  can  do  so  via 
Internet  (www.ls.state.ms.us). 
The  CAC  encourages 
Mississippi  Baptists  to  contact 
their  state  representative  and 
senator  about  any  legislation  of 
concern.  Representatives  and 
senators  may  be  contacted 
weekdays  during  the  2003  ses¬ 
sion  at  (601)  359-3770,  or  by  uti¬ 
lizing  the  web  site  listed  above. 

hwny  times  a  bill  may  appear 
to  be  an  excellent  piece  of  legisla¬ 
tion  but  after  review,  it  may  con¬ 


tain  some  elements  tiiat  make  it 
unacceptable  to  Mississippi 
Baptists.  If  there  are  other  bills 
for  which  information  is  desired, 
e-mail  CAC  at  (601)  292-3329,  or 
toll-free  outside  Jackson  at  (^) 
748-1651,  ext.  329. 

Remember  to  pray  for 
Mississippi's  senators  and  rep¬ 
resentatives  as  they  seek  to 
make  decisions  that  affect  all 
our  lives. 

Abortion 

•  HB  211  -  Restricts  the  time 
period  during  which  an  abor¬ 
tion  will  be  legal.  Support. 

•  HB  964  -  If  abortion  fails, 
child  may  not  be  intentioiuilly 
allowed  to  die.  Support. 

•  HB  1005  -  Demands  that  a 
physician  performing  an  abor¬ 
tion  in  a  clinic  be  b^rd-certi- 
fied  in  obstetrics/gynecology. 
Support. 

Acquired  Immune  Dehoency 
Syndrome  (AIDS) 

•  SB  2082  -  Makes  it  a  felony 
to  knowingly  expose  another  to 
Human  Immunodeficiency 
Virus  (HIV),  the  virus  that 
develops  into  AIDS.  Support^ 

Alcohol/Drugs 

•  HB  21  -  Prevents  certain 
"driVe-through"  sales  of  alco¬ 
holic  beverages.  Support. 

•  HB  104  -  Defines  as 
manslaughter  the  death  of 
unborn  fetus  as  a  result  of 
drunk  driving.  Support. 

•  HB  712ISB  1176  -  Allows 


multiple  counts  for  vehicular 
homicide,  covering  drunk  dri¬ 
ver  collisions  where  more  than 
one  person  is  killed.  Support. 

•  HB  831/SB  2442  -  I^ohibits 
open  container  of  alcoholic 
beverages  in  a  vehicle. 
Support. 

•  HB  954  -  Requires  separate 
election  to  allow  sale  of  alcohol 
when  a  "wet"  city  annexes  a 
portion  of  a  "dry"  county: 
support. 

•  HB  1257  -  Creates  drug 
court  treatment  programs 
statewide.  Support. 

•  SB  2009  -  Authorizes  sale 
of  alcoholic  beverages  at  quali¬ 
fied  resort  areas  m  counties 
where  such  sales  are  prohibited. 
Oppose. 

Pamii  V 

•  HB  122  -  Provides  for 
covenant  marriage.  Support. 

•  HB642  -  Ddetes  statute  of 
limitations  for  sexual  abuse  of 
children.  Support. 

•  HB  97TIHB  979  -  Makes  it 
a  misdemeanor  to  violate  a  pro¬ 
tection  order.  Support. 

•  HB  981  -  Prohibits  placing 
a  child  in  the  legal  custody  of  a 
parent/guardian  who  has  a 
history  of  family  violence. 
Support. 

Gambling 

•  HB  1100  -  Prohibits  pub¬ 
licly-funded  educational  msti- 
tutions  from  teaching  persons 
to  gamble.  Support. 


•  HB  824  -  Allows  publicly- 
funded  universities  and  com¬ 
munity  colleges  to  teach  gam¬ 
bling-related  courses.  Oppose. 

•  HB  24  -  Defines  unlawful 
gambling  devices.  Support. 

•  HB  1417  -  Provides  for  a 
state  lottety  Oppose. 

•  HB  1213  -  Legalizes  video 
poker.  Oppose. 

Dpt 

•  SB  2018  -  Exempt  churches 
from  sales  tax  on  certain  sales. 
Support. 

•  SB  2083  —  Protects  free 
exercise  of  religion  from  state 
interference.  Support. 

Tobacco 

•  HB  552  -  Creates  the 
Mississippi  Smoke  Free  Family 
Restaurant  Act.  Support. 

•  HB  607  -  Increase  excise 
tax  on  tobacco  products. 
Support. 

Miscellaneous 

•  HB  64  -  Requires  a  DNA 
sample  to  be  taken  from  con¬ 
victed  felons  upon  their  entry 
into  the  state  prison  system, 
in  order  to  record  specific 
identification  characteristics. 
Support. 

•  HB  126/HB202  Requires 
voter  identitication  before  vot¬ 
ing.  Support. 

•  HB  1397  -  Directs  State 
Board  of  Education  to  insert 
into  certain  public  school  text¬ 
books  language  that  explains 
evolution  is  a  meory.  Support. 
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FtBRuARy  6,-200? 


CLOWNING  AROUND  - 
Carrol  Halowell  (right), 
known  as  jingle  Bell  the 
clown,  spreads  a  little  paint  - 
and  love  -  during  a  Super 
Bowl  weekend  block  party  at 
Encanto  Church  in  San  Diego. 
(BP  photo  by  Michael  Winn  ) 


_  ^  Bowl  weekend  gamers  professions 


SAN  DIEGO  ^P)  -  More  dian  40  people 
accepted  Jesus  Qirist  as  their  Savior  dur¬ 
ing  a  Super  Bowl  block  party  Jan.  25  at 
First  Church  in  Imperial  Beacn,  Calif.  The 
block  party  was  one  of  duee  spon^red  by 
the  San  Diego  Baptist  Association  and 
hosted  by  three  area  churches.  The  church¬ 
es  served  free  burgers,  hot  dogs  and 
nachos  and  offered  extreme  games  for  the 
kids  and  musical  performances  -  all 
designed  to  let  community  residents  know 
their  local  Baptist  church  cares  about  them. 

What  happened  at  Imperial  Beach  is 
nothing  short  of  a  miracle,  said  Doug 
Johnson,  pastor  of  the  75-member  church. 
The  small  Baptist  congregation  hosted  a 
block  party  that  attracted  nearly  700  people 
at  Veteran's  Park.  More  than  40  residents 
gave  their  lives  to  the  Lord  inside  the  park. 

"I  am  so  proud  of  our  people," 
Johnson  said.  ’’They  are  willing  to  take 
on  any  challenge.  1  believe  wnat  hap¬ 
pened  inside  this  park  today  has  raised 
ourpeople's  faith  to  a  new  level." 

The  aay  of  the  street  party  was  nearly 
picture^rfect.  With  temperatures  in  the 
upper  70s,  church  members  transformed 
the  (juiet  park  into  a  festive,  colorful  fami¬ 
ly  friend  refuge.  Church  members  arrived 
at  5:30  a.m.  and  began  prwaring  for  the 
party.  "Before  it  started,  we  had  one  young 
couple  saved  during  set-up,"  Johnson  sai<l 

Live  bands  performed  in  the  park's 
gazebo  while  clowns  painted  faces  and  cre¬ 
ated  balloon  animals  for  children.  Older 
kids  played  football  and  maneuvered  their 
way  through  extreme  sports  mazes  while 


church  members  prepared  food  and  bever¬ 
ages  for  the  growing  crowds.  Every  half- 
hour,  the  Gospel  message  was  presented 
and  an  opportunity  to  respond  was  offered. 
The  event,  Johnson  said,  was  an  exam- 

f>le  of  South^  Baptists  cooperating.  The 
ocal  association  provided  nnancial  sup¬ 
port  for  the  event,  while  Terrell  Eldrem, 
pastor  of  Carlton  HiUs  Church  in  Santee, 
drove  down  to  the  city  and  offered  to 
share  evangelistic  sermons.  Meanwhile,  a 
group  of  Southern  Baptist  teenagers 
from  Apple  Valley,  Calif.,  drove 
more  than  two  hours  to  minister 
through  the  performing  arts  at  the 
party.  Two  Southern  Baptist  evange¬ 
lists  from  Georgia  ana  two  North 
American  Mission  Board  missionar¬ 
ies  arrived  from  West  Virginia  to 
offer  their  assistance. 

Chris  Meekins,  a  Gardner-Webb 
University  student,  read  about  the 
block  paity  on  the  North  American 
Mission  Board's  (NAMB's)  volunteer 
website.  Wanting  to  help  out, 
Meekins  paid  his  way  to  California 
and  had  been  camped  out  on  the 
couch  of  a  Mission  Service  Corns 
volunteer  in  San  Diego  since  Jan.  22. 

"I'm  just  glad  to  be  out  here  shar¬ 
ing  the  Gospel  with  people," 
Meekins  said.  '^Ve've  been  doing  a 
lot  of  witnessing  out  here." 

Johnson,  a  graduate  of 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  Ft.  Worth, 
said  most  of  the  salvation  reports 
came  from  one-on-one  encounters. 


"We’ve  been  very  non-confrontational," 
Johnson  said.  "Our  people  have  a  heart  for 
reaching  their  commumty." 

Across  town  at  tiie  Encanto  Southern 
Baptist  Church,  about  1(X)  community  resi¬ 
dents  turned  out  for  the  block  party. 


reported  Dcm  Conley,  pastor  of  the  church 
and  a  NAMB  church  starter  strategist. 

'We  are  being  vew  intentional  with  ttiis 
event,"  Ccwiley  said.  "This  is  our  community 
and  we  are  going  to  reach  out  to  everyone." 


for  mptisrm , 
in  2002 


1.  Crossutes  Church, 

Brandon:  209 

2.  Trinity  Church, 

.  Soutiiaven:  161 

3.  Colonial  Hills  ^urch, 

Soufftaven:  154 

4.  Temple  Church, 

Hattiesburg:  141 

5.  Pinelake  Church, 

Brandon:  140 

6.  rmmnnnairhiirrh 

7.  HaniMt^ia^ 


The  Church  Hearse 

If  you  have  ever  visited  E- 
Bay  on  the  worldwide  web, 
you  know  that  almost  anything 
and  everything  is  for  sale!  U 
fluctuates  from  day  to  day, 
probably  from  hour  to  hour,  so 
1  really  don't  know  how  many 
millions  of  items  are  listed  on 
the  cyber-store  web  site. 
However,  1  do  know  it  is  a 


from  cuf- 


"DirecdWns 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


bunch  —  everything  from  cuf¬ 
flinks  to  kitchen  sin^  and  from 
old  books  to  fishing  hooks.  It  is 
truly  amazing  and  eye-pop¬ 
ping  to  "waUc  arovma  in  this 
computer  store  and  see  all  the 
thir^  that  are  for  sale. 

The  same  is  true  just  out  in 
life  itself.  What  people  put  out 
there  for  sale  is  thougnt  pro¬ 
voking.  For  instance,  I  recently 
saw  a  car  for  sale.  Now,  please 
understand  that  it  was  not  just 
a  car  —  it  was  a  BIG  car.  And,  it 
was  not  just  a  big  car  for  a  fam¬ 
ily;  it  was  a  white  hearse  —  a 
funeral  car!  On  the  back  win¬ 
dow  of  this  hearse  was  a  great 
big  sign  that  said,  "For  &le." 
When  I  first  saw  the  sign,  I 
asked  myself,  "Why?"  It  was  a 
fairly  new  looking  vehicle  and  I 
wondered  if  it  had  been  in  a 
wreck,  or  if  it  had  been  broken, 
or  if  business  (the  dying  busi¬ 
ness)  was  down.  I  just  donit 
believe  I  have  ever  seen  a 
hearse  for  sale. 

Now  that  I  think  about  it,  I 
did  actually  know  some  folks 
that  bought  an  old,  antique, 
worn-out  hearse.  They  used  it 
for  puttering  around  and  had  a 
lot  of  fun  with  it  This  hearse 
that  was  for  sale  was  not  that 
way.  It  was  not  old  or  dilapi¬ 
dated  and  it  looked  like  it  was 
in  good  shape.  I  continued  to 


wonder  why  they  would  actu¬ 
ally  be  trying  to  sell  it  out  on 
ttie  street.  Then  I  began  to  ask, 
not  "why?"  but  "who?"  I  won¬ 
dered,  "Who  in  the  world 
would  want  one  of  those 
things?"  Most  people  don't 
want  to  be  reminded  of  what  a 
hearse  represents  and  would 
prefer  to  just  push  aside  any 
symbols  or  resemblances  of 
anything  that  would  remind^ 
them  of  life's  finality. 

As  I  thought  about  it,  it 
dawned  on  me  that  this  would 
be  a  great  vehicle  for  a  church 
to  own.  Oh,  I'm  not  talking 
about  "dead"  churches  need¬ 
ing  it.  Churches  that  are  spiri¬ 
tually  dead  don't  need  mucn  of 
anytning.  In  fact,  about  the 
only  thing  they  could  possibly 
use  is  lire."  No,  I'm  talking 
about  a  church  that  is  alive  and 
well,  active  and  reaching  peo¬ 
ple  for  Jesus.  That  kina  of 
church  may  need  a  hearse. 
Why?  Well,  for  one  thing,  the 
purpose  of  the  hearse  is  to  help 
five  folks  help  dead  folks. 
"That's  the  reason  those  cars  are 
built  the  way  they  are.  There's 
not  too  much  room  in  the  front 
for  anybody  and  there  is  a  lot  of 
room  in  the  back  for  the  people 
who  will  be  riding  there  and  a 
big  door  to  help  them  get  in. 

As  with  our  churches,  we 


need  to  provide  a  lot  of  room 
for  the  people  that  are  in  the 
greatest  need  —  those  who  are 
dead  in  trespasses  and  in  sin. 
Sometimes,  we  provide  90- 
95%,  possibly  100%,  of  all  the 
space,  all  the  programs,  all  the 
provisions,  and  all  the  future 
for  the  live  folks  and  we  forget 
that  Jesus  came  for  the  lost 
folks.  He  established  His 
church  for  people  without  Him 
and  He  wanted  us  to  focus  on 
keeping  a  wide-open  door  to 
help  them  find  new  life. 

Jhat  brought  me  to  a  second 
thought  I  had  of  why  a  church 
may  need  a  hearse  and  that  is 
they  are  made  to  help  dead 
people  get  where  they  need  to 
oe.  Now,  in  the  case  of  physical 
death  and  transportation,  peo¬ 
ple  need  to  be  taken  to  the 
cemetery  or  a  mausoleum.  If 
you  think  about  it,  these 
unusual  truck/car  combina¬ 
tions  are  designed  for  onty  one 
thing  —  getting  deceasecf  peo¬ 
ple  where  they  are  suppose  to 
oe.  Now,  in  tms  case,  we  are  the 
ones  who  need  to  transport  or 
help  get  the  "spiritually  dead" 
to  where  they  need  to  be.  We 
need  to  get  them  help  and  hope 
found  only  in  Jesus  Christ. 

The  instructions  that  Jesus 
gave  to  His  church  —  the 
"Great  Commission"  —  specif¬ 


ically  says  that  we  are  to  make 
disciples.  We  are  to  reach  out  to 
people  who  are  in  sin's  death 
grip  and  lead  them  to  the 
Savior's  grip  of  love  and  life. 
TTien,  they  m  turn  can  go  out 
and  bring  even  others.  This  is 
what  the  church  was  designed 
for  —  to  help  get  people  with¬ 
out  life  where  mey  need  to  be. 

One  other  thought  that 
occurred  to  me  was  that  these 
special  pieces  of  transporta¬ 
tion  serve  to  help  remove 
some  of  the  pain  of  the  horrors 
of  death.  Even  the  most 
ancient  of  these  kinds  of 
coaches,  ones  that  were  pulled 
by  horses,  were  decorated-up, 
spruced-up,  spiced-up,  and 
fancied-up,  so  that  people 
could  better  cope  with  the 
tragedy  that  has  struck.  It 
wouldn't  hurt  for  a  church  to 
have  that  kind  of  vehicle  at  its 
disposal  —  for  every  one  of  us 
ana  everyone  we  see  has  been 
touched  by  the  plague  of  sin. 
We  are  all  sinners.  We  have 
been  bom  into  the  family  of 
sinners  and  we  live  as  sinners, 
both  by  nature  and  by  choice. 
God  comes  to  us  and  provides 
curtains  of  grace,  flowers  of 
love,  means  of  forgiveness, 
and  takes  the  worst  of  our 
state  and  makes  it  better.  In 
fact,  He  makes  it  glorious! 

If  all  of  our  churches  had  a 
hearse,  that  would  let  everyone 
around,  in  every  home,  in  every 
business,  know  that  God  has  pro¬ 
vided  a  way  for  us  to  deal  wiffi 
die  worst  tiiat  comes  our  way.  It 
could  not  be  stated  more  clearly 
than  when  God  said  to  Paul, 
"The  wages  of  sin  is  death,  but 
the  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life 
diroug^  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord." 


F^ruary,6,  2(X)3 
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Church, 
Pascagoula, 
will  hold  an 
apprecia¬ 
tion  day  for 
Claudia 
Hawkins 
on  Feb.  16. 
Hawkins 
has  served 
as  pianist 
for  20  years. 

Branch 
Church, 
Morton, 
held  a  Baby 
Dedication 
(from  left) 


Youth  of  Bartahatchie  Church,  Caledonia 


Nov.  24.  Pictured 
are  Mark  and 

-  Jennifer 

Lampkin 
with  their 
children 
Olivia  and 
Wyatt, 
a  n  d 
Michael 
and  Kathy. 
Latham 
with  their 
child  ren 
Michael 
Ray  and 
Vaden. 


ministry,  the  Triple  C  Team. 

The  WMU  of  Harmontown 
Church,  Harmontown,  held  a 
Bake  Sale  for  tiie  community  in 


Claudia  Hawkins 

the  Fire  Station  on  Jan.  26.  The 
funds  received  went  towards  the 
Lottie  Moon  offering  and  tt\ey 
exceeded  their  goal. 


WMU  of  Harmontown  Church,  Harmontown 


T  V%  o 

h,  Harmontown  "  5 

youth  and 

their  leaders  of  Bartahatchie 
Church,  Caledonia,  tilled  and 
gave  21  shoe  boxes  to  Operation 
Christnuis  Child.  They  also  per¬ 
form  a  puppet  and  black  u^t 


I  |(  )MI  (  (  )\ll\(  . 
Kl\l\\l  I)\IIS 


Friendship,  Aberdeen:  Feb. 
16-19;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-lA^.  7  p.m.;  Tommy 
Cunningham,  First  Church, 
McGehee,  Ark.,  preaching 
Wayne  Baggett,  Southside 
Church,  Decatur,  Ala.,  music. 

South  McComb,  McComb: 
March  2B-30;  100th  anniversary; 
Fri.,  youth  reunion;  Sat,  church 
bir^day  party;  Sunday,  worship 
celebration;  the  Plcinning 
Committee  requests  *iny  memo¬ 
rabilia  as  well  as  current 
addresses  be  sent  to  the  church; 
for  more  informaticm,  call  (601) 
6^3370;  Ted  Bowlin,  pastor. 

Corinth,  Purvis:  March  9- 
13;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Thu.,  7  p.m.;  Scotty 
McDowell,  chalk  talk  artist 
and  evangelist;  for  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (601)  794-6918; 
David  Strebeck,  pastor. 

Femwood,  Gulfport:  March 
20-23;  Kevin  Meador,  Decatur, 
peaking;  Thu. -Sat.,  7  p.m.; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.;  for  more  mfor- 
mation,  call  (228)  896-4556  or 
e-mail  femwoodbc@aol.com. 


Branch  Church,  Morton  Baby  Dedication 


www.mbhs.org 


Triple  C  Team  of  Bartahatchie  Church,  Caledonia 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
Vanwinkle  and  steeples. 

Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Toll  Free 

1-800-821-7263 


Can*t  Be  Wrong. 

More  than  1100  churches  throughout  Mississippi 
put  their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  compre¬ 
hensive  insurance  services  including  property,  gen¬ 
eral,  and  specific  liability,  vehicle,  workers  compen¬ 
sation,  and  other  coverages.  Wellington  guarantees 
a  quality  program,  customized  for  your  ministry,  at 
the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 

[■■■  WaimgtOn 

information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 

601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290.  ^ 


Making  preventive  care  affordable. 

Making  a  difference. 


When  it  comes  to  your  health, 
an  ouTKe  of  prevention  can  be 
worth  so  much  more  than  a 
pourxJ  of  cure  -  it  can  be  Ifesaving 
Thatls  v4ty  Baptist  Health  Systems 
te  proud  to  offer  dinicaly 
significant  preventive  saeenings 
at  an  affordable  price  -  only  $25. 
We  think  it  can  make  a  real 
dVfererKe  in  our  community. 


Fof  more  irfomtien  or 
to  sdixMean  appointmml 
for  the  Evry  Day  Hit  Bey 
•dalnt»erthiPne>i<f 


1-tOM4»«262. 


BaplM 


TiW  flAmSt  Record- 


♦ 


The  Spkk  at  Heakhaae 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what 


our  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


It 


Matthew  10:27  NAS 


February  6,  2003 


IjpuseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


ZSthy  AKMXA^evscLry 

Family  Week  at  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 


Bt/tHis: 

•  Ice  cream/watermelon  fellowships 

•  Night  swimming 

•  Bar-b-que  cookout 

•  Wednesday  afternoon  festival  with 
space  walks,  super  slide,  clowns 
and  much  more  fun 

•  Thursday  FREE  DAY 


TueSv  July  thru  Sat^  July  5 

Registration  -  2  p.m. 
Tuesday 

Adjourn  -  9  a.m. 
Saturday 

Pastor  for  the  week: 

Eric  Thomas 

First  Baptist  Church,  Vicksburg 


I 

special  Quests: 

•  Robert  Stevens  &  Lion's  Roar  Band 

(10  members),  Biloxi 

•  Gospel  Singing 

•  Clowns\ Patriotic  Program 

by  Jan  Halford,  Jackson,  and 
Gwen  Williams,  "MissJ^hocolate" 
New  Orleans 


Cotifevi 


Preschooler/Children 

•  Team  Kids 
Teenagers 

•  Mini-Centrifuge 

Gary  Maze,  Madison 
Pastor,  State  Youth  for  Christ  Director 
Adult  Conferences 

•  Single  Parenting 

James  Haynes,  Biloxi 

•  Couples 

Phil  and  Cindy  Waugh,  Franklin,  Tenn. 

Phil  is  the  author  of  "How  to  Minister  to 
Families  in  Your  Church,"  and  he  is  also 
the  director  of  the  Covenant  Marriage 
Movement. 

•  Heaven's  View 

Ed  Deuschle,  MBCB 
Director  of  Church  Planting 

Note;  If  you  will  be  attending  the  Creative 
Memories  workshop  be  sure  to  bring  your  sup¬ 
plies  with  you.  A  craft  workshop  will  also  be 
rofferedt^  u  '  . .  " 


You  may  send  your  reservations  after  February  1,  2003 

Name  of  Adult(s)  _ _ 

(For  Sr.  Adult  Retreat _ Male _ Female _ Couple) 

Address  _ 

City _ State _ Zi|:^ _ 

Phone  _ 

(For  Family  Conference:  Children's  names/birthdays  _ 

Church _ Association _ 

Registering  for: _ Family  Weekoi  Senior  Adult  Retreat  _l  _//  _///  _IV 

Amount  Enclosed; _ 

Mail  to:  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  100  First  Street,  Pass  Christian,  MS  39571 
(Visa/MasterCard  are  accepted.)  For  more  information  call  228-452-7261. 
Make  checks  payable  to  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly. 

(Note:  No  skateboards,  roller-blades  or  scooters) 

Deposit:  $40  per  person  or  $80  per  family  . 


FAMILY  WEEK  COST  PER  PERSON  -  ROOM/MEAL/RESERVaTIONS 


^A^Unit 

Adults  $1 79.50  ea. 

Youth  (12yrs-18yrs)  $1 77.00  ea. 
Child  (2-1  lyrs)  $  90.00  ea. 

Under2yrsold  No  Charge - 


"CJJnit 

Adults  (1 8  yrs/up)  $1 59.50  ea. 

Youth  (1 2yr5-l  2th  Grade)  $  97.00  ea. 
Child  (2-1 1  yrs  old)  $  60.00  ea. 
Under  2- yis  old  No  Charge 


UPWARD 


Applications  are 
currently  being  taken 
for  summer  staff  at 
Camp  Garaywa. 

Interviews  are  being  held  at 
Gunp  Garaywa  on  February 
12-15  and  March  14-16. 


For  more  information: 

(1)  talk  to  your  BSU  director, 

(2)  contact  Robin  Keels  at 
1-800-748-1651,  ext  322,  or 
e-mail  at  rkeels@mbcb.org  and 

(3)  complete  the  online 
application  (www.mbcb.org. 
WMU  Department). 


‘just  A  B6 

#  •  K  •  Register  now  for... 

MissionsNOW  Weekend! 

March  28-30,  2003 

Talk  to  youk  youth  leaders. ..they  have  the  details! 

For  more  info,  e-mail  rkeels'^y  mbcb.orq  or  tanderson'Q  mbcb  org  or  phone 
Robin  or  Tammy  at  1-800-748-1651.  ext.  322  or  292-3322  (Jackson) 


Church 

Facilities 

Furnishings 

Workshop 

March  18, 2003 
8:30  a.m-  3p.m. 

Broadmoor  Baptist  Church 
1531  Highland  Colony  Parkway 
Madison,  Mississippi 


QiiiixJi  Facilities  &  Funiishings  Workshop 
March  18, 2003 
Registration  Form 
Cost:  $15  per  person  (indodes  lunch) 

Name: _ Church  Name; _ 

Church  Address; _  . _ _ *•  . _ _ 

City: _ _ Zip: _ Phone;  ____ 

Church  Vendor  (Vendors;  please  indicate  which  of  the  Mowing  you  will 

"  '  "  *v  '  mis*  4  •  «  /V 


need) _ Table _ Electrical  Power  Supply 


Amount  Enclosed;  $_ 


Numh^  Attending:. 


CooperativeFm 


US 

V 


— ' ■*rti  r. 


_  / 

The  conference  is  for  pastors,  staff  members,  building  conunittees,  long-range  planning  committees,  business 
administrators  and  maintenance/property  personnel.  For  more  information,  please  call  the  Pastor /Leadership 
Development  Department  at  1-800-748-1651  or  601-968-3800  in  Jackson. 


Mississippi  Baptist 

Growth  Spiral 
Conference 

First  Baptist  Church 
Winona 

Febniaiy  2S,  2003 
9  a.m.  -  noon 

Leaden  Ken  Maiier 


INWARD 


The  Sunday  School  Organized  and  On  Mission! 

UKSwaiySdhodOiownaHwBaiiwItoaMfetendMwfctoeaperieocegro^ 


rtwrIidhBiiniw  ihegotmcImUilwiaL  hcMhdppiaiforfvtnre 
fKwdk.  AaliiwiaNmlRmittSHdQ'SclRnlBiKfaaMluiQMlstiMegyfiorite 
ctwiii:li<iarlfiifcK|vifiilriolfceLoriJes»Cluig«MfalmldB>toPHnbskmChritfians. 


$5  per  peisoB  wiMmdudesiund^^ 


unique  P - - 

Stand  Out  r, 

from  the  crowd ( 


The  Christian  Performing  Arts  Festival  Is  designed 
with  you  In  mind. 

^  •  Drama 


^ar\ 


-Puppets 

^  Recreation 
|  •  Youth  Ministry 

JL  .  Media 

FEBRUARY  21  -22, 2003  «  Missions 

For  more  Info,  call  Harvey  Ellis,  DIscIpleshIp  and  Family  Ministry 
1  -80<H748-1 651 , 601  -292<-3286  or  e-mail  HjBellls@mbcb.org. 


conferences 


Children's 
Bible  Drill 


far  children  who  have  completed  grades  3-6 

Cenbal  Hills  Baptist  Retreat  •  jone  SO-Jidy  2, 2003 

Oost*  $85 

For  more  taformatioH  about  Ute  cmtmp  progrmm  contmct  Don  Hicks  at 
601-292-3287  imJaduoH  or  1-80(^-748-1651  or  by  e-mail  mt  dhicks9tmbd)jyrg. 
For  hiformMiiomtOpoittregenfmlkfm  or  the  retnot  cotter  amtoetjim  Roy 
ot  682-289-9730  or  by  e-moil  ot  fimy^mbthjtrg. 


'Discipfeship  ^J{esource 
Sfioivcase 


One  voice  in  "V^orskip 


'februaty  16 


Ifil'U 


Mvsgiissipfri  Baptifft  S 
Xini^^Bietante  J 
Conference  tix 

jSfj9Ci.i^GiSt  8^ 

featuring  Ct 

\if 

J  Martin 


Watch  for  the  2003  Ministry 
Assistants  Conference  brochure  in 
your  mail.  It  will  be  mailed  on 
February  4. 


Sponsored  by  the  Pastor/Leadership  Development  Department 


{oA,...  February  7  -  February  20, 2003 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  RO.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 


”£o\/e  L5  a  fruit  in  season  at  all  times,  ani>  Within  the 
reach  of  e\/er^  hanh”  £Wother  "Teresa 


for.  (1)  Race  Reconciliation 
:  (CAC  Emphasis);  (2)  Alice 
White  is  director  of  the 
Stewart  Center  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 
‘  fray  for  the  Cjhrhtian 
!  Women's  lofcarps  ministry, 
j  for  the  miniltiyy  tecnaM 
'  boys,  and  thitind  will  bring 
completion  to  their  vision  for 
a  new  facility. 


fray  that  God  wiU  call  out  a 
career,  aasociale  or  apprentice 
couple  to  worii  in  evange- 
liam/churdu>lantjm  among 
the  well-t*4o  Ijfmin  the. 

has  become  their  god  in  many 


Fon  (1)  Bivo  fastor/Smaller 
Membership  S.S.  Director 
Meeting,  Blue  Mountain 
College,  Blue  Mountain,  6:30  • 
9  p.m.  (f /ip  &  SU;  (2)  Focus 
on  WMUfWWlSI  (WMU); 
(3)  The  CoMilto  deaf  Team 
asks:  'Traylor  l|jf  we  make 
decisiont  as  to  the  best  use  of 
the  'Ictus'  film  (in  Colombian 
language). 


fhil  Nelson  is  a  college  evan¬ 
gelism  strategist  for  me  Illinois 
Ba|Mist  Convention,  fhil  helps 
churches  develo^reative 
ministry  tool  toTBPi  collm 
students,  fra  for  IM  church¬ 
es  to  devdoathesi  ministries 
and  that  colim  students  will 


churches  devcloDcrea 
ministry  tool  toTBPi 
students,  fra  for  IM  ( 
cs  to  devdoJthcsi  mil 
and  that  coIm^  studci 
come  to  know  Christ. 


For  (1)  Bivo  Pastor/Smalier 
Membership  S.S.  Director 
Meeting  Kilmichael  BC, 
KilmkiM,  6  a.m.-9  p.m.  (f/LD 
&SS),a)^luppSUrtAIU 
Woods  Bqjatim  9  ajn.- 
noon(SS);b)frlythatby 
heariM  Bile  stdies  in  chrono- 
logicarorder,  Guarayos  of 
Bolivia  wM  understand  God's 


ficaa  pray  for  M.  and  $.,  who 
have  been  meeting  weekly  for 
BIMc  study  with  tome  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Serb  Team,  fray 
that  these  Isa  le^p  would 
catch  the  visan  oM^uc- 
ing  small  gnvpslalPven 
invite  dietr  nonbeli^ng 
friends  to  their  homes  to  open 
the  Word  together. 


In  India  newspaper  advertise- 
ments  are  being  published  that 
offer  a  free  copy  of  the  New 
Testament,  a  well  a  portray¬ 
ing  Jesus  a  theaMwer  to 
lire's  crM&l  dbenons.  fray 
that  manyMiljlaiR  a  step  of  - 
faith  and  mk  IhaMcw 
Testament,  and  that  they  will 
be  read  by  multiple  persons. 


Team  Netherlands  asb  you  to 
petition  for  the  protection  of 
several  refoeecs.  Each  of  their 
storia  b  dineKnl,  vet  they 
share  a  simila  thmeyhey 
have  all  foUMin  liMvIth  lesus 
and  arc  tiHn|rnmapnm  IKe- 
threatening  steps  ofobedicnce 
In  following  Him.  Ask  the  Father 
to  encourage  them  In  their  faith 
and  meet  all  of  their  needs. 


Missionary  Bob  Hale  in  South 
Korea  has  the  opportunity  to 
lead  a  group  of  university  pro- 
fessonln  study,  fray  for  Bob 
to  have  wis<^  injv^ring 
materiab  fogUieClip  among 
these  profesitrs.  PTK  that  a 
they  study  tiyetllibAe  pro¬ 
fessors  will  find  Christ  a  their 
Savior. 


frabe  Cod  for  the  work  of  the 


2002  they  aasbt 


Baptbt  associations  have  dbas- 
tcr  teams  of  their  own.  fray  that 
thb  ministry  will  be  a  strong 
wHnea  to  ul  who  arc  helped. 


For  (1)  WMU  Executive  Board 
Mee^CentndHWs, 
Kosduwo,  10  ajn.,  7th-nooo, 
Bth  (WMU;  a)  Churchmen 
Retnat,  nouii)  fifenoon,  Oth 
(CM);  (3)  fray  M  mbsionaria 
in  Warsaw,  f  ojHtd,  that  Cod 
would  give  thm  WM  to  over¬ 
come  the  barriers  of  lanniage 
and  culture,  in  order  to  share 
the  good  news  of  lesus  with  the 
peo^  of  Warsaw. 

For  (1)  Mbsions  Mobiliution 
;  Team  Leader  Training 
(MMOB);  (2)  fray  for  stren^ 
and  wisdom  for  the  general 
,  secretary  and  te  preset  of 
:  the  Ghana  Bapfst  Coffention 
;  as  they  lead  ClBn^A||ti(ts  to 
I  reach  their  coi4try  foiChrist 


For  (1)  Christian  Education 
abde.  Highland  BC, 

MerWan,  8  am-1pm  (DftFM); 

(2)  fray  for  the  many  former 
Muslims  whodisfe  found  eter- 
I  nal  life  in  jrfci.ferbt  to 
I  remain  faMw^til  death  In  ! 
thcfaceofpcIlKxition.  Ask  I 
the  Lord  to  encourage  and  | 
sustain  them  through  Hb  I 
Word,  Hb  Spirit  and  Hb  peo-  } 
pie.  I 

!  '  ; 

I  The  Tesettiement  feople* 

‘  need  your jprayerst  1 .3  million  ; 
people  in  Chongqing,  China,  , 
will  be  forced  to  move  from 
\  their  home|,  duc.ta  the  mas-  ^ 
I  sive  Threefjorw  pam 
,  frofect  Olthe!e’t«3  million, 

I  99  perccnrearHoiir  fray  that 
I  Cod  would  send  Hb  ambas- 
I  sadors  to  reach  out  to  these 
I  desperate  people. 


15-81  Mr.  Joel  K.  dale 
Parents:  David  &  Gloria 

15-81  Mr.SetfaR.Gto 
Parents:  David  ft  Gloria 

21-82  Mi;JodB.C:olliiis 
Parents:  Chsles  ft  Sucanne 

23-98  Mi»LilfyA.Fotor 


Parents:  Michael  ft  Miranda 

24-90  Miss  Kimberly  E.  CarltOD 
Parents:  David  ftPamela 

28- 87  fafiasRebckafaL.Ray 
Parento:  Michael  ft  Linda  Ray 

29- 93  Mr.  C!hristopfaer  Carlton 
Parents:  David  ft  Praela 


Take  a  moment  to  send 
a  car^Jo  encourage 
\^chttdrenof 
dwrmisikmaries! 


^aselakeamomenttodmpabirSiday 
gn^g  and  ward  cferuxMragi^^ 
Missienary  Kids!  For  security,  cards  wiU  befbr- 
Wfuded.  Please  send  all  to: 

luvae  and  parait*8  na^ 
^Knudfonal  MMon  Board 
RO.BoK<?787 
Rkfamond,  VA  23230-8787 


,'i  (•'•.'I/)!  ' 


. .  .'OOL  jj'f’.i'i 


For  some  time  I  have  had  a  desire  to  orga¬ 
nize  a  State  Handbell  Choir.  The  choir's  mem¬ 
bers  would  be  selected  by  audition  from  the 
Baptist  churches  of  Mississippi  Lay  persons 
and  ministers  are  welcome  to  audition. 

This  select  group  of  ringers  will  establish 
rehearsal  schedules  and  make  plans  to  share 
their  music  throughout  the  state  as  opportuni¬ 
ties  arise. 

If  you  are  interested  in  ringing  with  this 
select  choir  of  13  or  14  ringers  you  may  call 
the  Church  Music  Department,  MBCB  (601- 
292-3273  or  1-800-748-1651,  ext  273)  giving 
your  name  and  how  you  can  be  contacted. 

You  may  also  drop  a  note  to  Jerry  Talley, 
Church  Music  Department,  Handbell  Contract 
Consultant,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205. 

Auditions  will  be  scheduled  in  the  spring 
of 2003.  Those  who  have  given  us  their  name 
wUl  be  contacted  in  March  to  notify  them  of 
audition  dates  and  places. 


Jerr^Talley 
Handbell  Contract  Consultant 
Church  Music  Department 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


The  GAs  of  Wesson 
Chuiclv  Wesson,  began 
a  missiOT  last  year  sell¬ 
ing  American  T-shirts  to 
remember  the  heroes  of 
Se^t.  11.  The  proceeds 
are  being  presented  to 
the  Wesson  Volunteer 
Fire  I>epartment.  GA 
leaders  are  Nanc^  Bell, 
Anita  Clibum,  Jennye 
Greer,  and  Dana  Rials. 

The  youth  of  HoUv 
Church,  Corinth,  attend¬ 
ed  the  No  Fear  youth 
conference  in  Pigeon 
Forge,  Term.,  in 
December. 


!% 


m 


The  WOM  of  Flae  Lake 
Church,  Sarah,  Holmvood 
Church,  Sledge,  and  Sledge 
Church,  Sledge,  held  a  week  of 
prayer  meetings  Dec.  1-8. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Eva 
Fabiszack  and  Elizab^  Coston. 

The  Union  County 
Resource  Association  presents 
Summer  Blast,  a  Chrishan  festi¬ 
val,  July  19  from  5-10  p.m.  at 
the  Union  Count  Fairgrounds, 
New  Albany.  Audio  Adrenaline 


Youth  of  Holly  Church,  Corinth 

along  with  many  other  bands  tion,  contact  (601)  949-1907. 
and  drama  teams  will  be  per¬ 
forming.  Admission  is  $3  and  The  Teaching  Center  is  a  I 

one  canned  item.  Food  will  be  teaching  outreach  of  The  Fat 
available.  For  more  informa-  Field  Ministries.  Classes  b 
tion,  call  (662)  534-5829.  Feb.  6  at  6:30  p.m.  and  are  c 


First  Church,  Jackson,  will 
sponsor  Grief  Gathering  A  Safe 
rtace  to  Explore  Your  Personal 
Grief,  cm  Thursdays  at  6:30  p.m. 
Feb.  6, 13, 20, 27,  March  6,  and  13 
in  the  Christian  Life  Center 
Auditorium.  For  more  informa- 


•CtlSS^IEDADS 

addRH,  P 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE 

estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601 )  776-661 7.  *' 
AHENTION  MINISTERS  and  sell- 
employed.  Finally  affordable  health 

insurance;  call  (662)  568-3482. _ 

HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
Columbuvlackson,  (877)  477-1899. 
PASTORS,  TEACHERS,  CHURCH  STAFF. 
Quality  Health  Insurance,  Call  today  for  a 
free  quote.  Quentin  E.  Adams  (601 )  594- 
5676,  quentinadam$35@hotmail.com. 
CATLINBURG  GETAWAY:  2  BR/2 
BATH,  full  kitchen.  Walking  distance 
to  parkway.  $65/nite,  call  for  informa¬ 
tion  at  (251)  666-2175. 

CUSTOMED  STAINED  CLASS  windows 
for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 

Glassworks,  Inc.  (800)  605-2970.  _ 

PARADISE  UNES:  MISSISSIPPI'S  only 
srtKike  and  alcohol  free  bowling  center. 
Call  about  lock-in  ,  group  rates,  ^nd  rais¬ 
ers,  and  leagues.  Located  at  820  Cooper 
Road,  Jackson,  MS,  call  (601 )  372-7700. 
LOWER  YOUR  mONE  BILL.  Blessed 
Hope  has  4.9  cents/minute,  (24/7),  No  fees, 
6-sk  billing,  no  fine  print  and  250,(XX) 
happy  customers.  FREE  message  at  (866) 
736-7869  or  info  at  www.covenantphone- 
service.com  -  Home  agents  needed. 

A  BRAND  NEW  QUEEN  Orthope^c 
mattress  set.  New  in  plastic  w/warr., 
sell  $119.  Call  (601)  209-0872. 


in  plastic.  Sell  $175.  Call  (601 )  209-0872. 


A  BRAND  NEW  KING  Orthopedic 
mattress  set.  New  in  plastic,  only 
$189.  Call  (601)  209-0872. _ 


bids  on  eighteen  padded  oak  pews,  along 
with  two  pulpit  duirs  and  one  communion 
table.  Call  (601 )  969-2359  for  information. 

ilAufiEOL  6LA$i  Display  ca^ 

FOR  $150.(X),  Meridian.  Please  call 

(601)  644-3319. _ _ 

SICNIFIQLNT  SAVINGS:  LOCAL  AND 
long  distance  telephone  service,  calling 
cards,  DSL,  web  hosting,  satellite  t.v.,  wire¬ 
less  phones,  computers,  www.totalcom- 
plan.net  www.braxlonenlerprises.net. 


and  sold.  Contact  Brent  Cloyd,  25100 
Indian  Ridge  Road,  Sterling,  IL  61081 .  Call 
(815)  622-7899,  cloyd@essex1.com.  List 

sent  by  email  only.  _ 

WANTED:  MINISTER  OF  WORSHIP, 
Silverdale  Baptist  Church,  (avg.  worship 
attendance  1,200)  is  seeking  full-time 
minister  of  worship  to  lead  our  contem¬ 
porary  worship  services,  direct  large 
choir,  praise  team  and  orchestra.  Please 
send  resume  to  7236  Bonny  Oaks  Drive, 

Chattanooga,  TN  37421. _ 

RECEIVING  RESUMES  THROUGH 
February  28th  for  'conservative'  senior 
pastor  to  Shepard  Southern  Baptist  Church 
of  200  plus  members  in  Northwest 
Arkansas.  Send  to  2411  S.W.  10th  Street, 

Bentonville,  Arkansas  7271 2. _ 

THE  BETHEL  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION  IS 
now  receiving  resumes  from  all  who  are 
interested  in  the  position  of  Director  of 
Missions.  Please  send  resumes  to: 
Linden  Baptist  Church,  Attention;  Rev. 
Billy  Harris,  P.O.  Box  481088,  Linden, 
AL  36748.  Deadline;  All  resumes  must 

be  received  by  March  15,  2003.  _ 

LINDEN  VALLEY  BAPTIST  Conference 
Center,  a  Tennessee  Baptist  Convention 
facility,  is  searching  for  a  ministry  mind¬ 
ed  individual  to  fill  year-round  Foodser¬ 
vice  supervisor's  position  offering  gener¬ 
ous  benefits  package.  Experience  in 
menu  planning,  staff  supervision,  meal 
preparation  and  purchasing  required.  If 
interested,  contact  (877)  354-6336  or 
thughes@tnbaptist.org.  _ 


A  HUMOROUS  AND  NOSTALGIC 

back  at  a  Preacher-Teacher  and  would-be 
comedian  growing  up  in  rural  Mississippi. 
'Aly  Brolfcer  Was  An  Ohiy  CNW',  written 
by  Arf  is  Nichols.  It's  21 4  pages  of  pore  plea¬ 
sure.  Send  $15  10  Adis  Nichols,  1142  C  R 
375,  Enterprise,  MS  39330.  For  Banquet 
Information  call  (601 )  659-9991  or  e-mail 
Ariisweb@aol.com. _ 


dition  of  evangelism  through  non-tradition- 
al  means.  Hand  made  gifts  you  make  and 
give  to  others  that  touch  the  heart  Learn 
more  at 

www.CreativeOesignMinistries.com. 


The  Teaching  Center  is  a  Bible 
teaching  outreach  of  The  Fattiers 
Field  Ministries.  Classes  begin 
Feb.  6  at  6:30  p.m.  and  are  open 
every  Moa  and  Thurs.  from  6-30- 
9:30  p.m.  Admission  is  free.  Mark 
Case  and  Fred  Wolfe  will  be 
teaching  God's  Word  in  Spirit 
and  Trutii.  For  more  information, 
call  (601)  956-2552. 

Greater  Vision  will  be  in 
concert  at  West  McComb 
Church,  McComb,  on  Feb.  6 
at  7  p.m.  A  love  offering  will 
be  taken.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (601)  684-5442. 


FEMALE,  NONTOBACCO,  PREFERRED  PLUS 
AGE  <100.000 

40  9-19 

55  >8.64 

65  37.98 

CAU  NAPIER  INSURANCE.  Knoxville,  TN 
Toll  Free  l■S00■274■O776  *9-9  Mon.  ■  Sat. 

Jackson  Natxjnal  Lite.  Lansing  Ml. 
Rated  A*  (Superior)  by  A.M.  Best  as  of 
6/1/02.  Reward  Xtra  10,  Form  #L1665. 

is  a  term  life  insurance  policy  with 
guaranteed  level  premiums  tar  10  years. 
Premiums  increase  at  the  end  of  the 
guaranteed  term  K  policy  is  renewed. 
Preferred  plus,  Norvtobacco,  Female 
rates  illustrated  above.  Please  caN 
tar  other  ages  and  male  rates. 


GAs  of  Wesson  Church,  Wesson 


Eva  Fabiszack  and  Elizabeth  Coston 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medicare  Suppiement  or 
Prescription  Drugs?  If  yes,  Caii  Today! 


Disability  Medicare  Supplement 

Under  age  65 . New  Low  Rates! 

Drug  Card! 


•  Medicare  Supplement  Age  65-99 

New  Low  Rate  Non-smoker  plan 
Save  up  to  50%  on  your  Medicare 
Supplement...Call  and  ask  about 
our  Low  Non-Smoker  Rates  Today! 


New  Prescription  Plan  For  Seniors 

Cali  today  for  free  information! 


tr  ■  ■ 


Agents  needed: 

For  complete  details  on  all  plans  including 
limitations  arxj  exclusions  call  today. 

Not  connected  with  any  Federal  program. 


February  6, 2003 


The  Baptist  Record 


LaDona  Ferguson,  Laurel, 
was  crowned  Kuss  Carey  2003 
Friday  night  at  li^nUiam  Carey 
College.  Ferguson  was 
crowned  by  Miss  Carey  2002, 
Michelle  Sherrell,  Laurel. 
Jeniufer  Rawls,  Poplarville, 
was  first  alternate  and  Audrea 
McMillen,  Amory,  was  second 


Blue  Mountain  College  Informal  Essay  Winners 


Blue  Mountain  College  Creative  Writing  Essay  Winners 


alternate.  The 
contestants 
chose  Andrea 
G  o  d  s  h  a  w  , 
Richton,  as  Miss 
Congeniality. 
Ferguson  has 
begun  prepara¬ 
tions  for  the 
Miss  Mississippi 
Pageant  which 
win  take  place 
on  June  28  in 
Vicksburg. 

Mississippi 
students  from 
140  public  and 
private  schools 


will  gather  at  Mississippi 
College,  Clinton,  for  the  29th 
annual  Mississippi  Math  and 
Science  Tournament  on  Feb.  6 
and  7.  The  top  awards  given  to 
winning  students  this  year 
have  been  named  the  Dr.  Craig 
Whitlock  Memorial  Awards. 
Winning  students  will  also  be 


Blue  Mountain  College 
recently  announced  the 
winners  of  the  2002- 
2003  Creative  Writing 
Contest.  Students  sub¬ 
mitted  writings  in  cate¬ 
gories  of  poetry,  short 
story,  formal  essay,  and 
informal  essay.  Pictured 
are  the 


1 


w  1  n  - 
ners. 


The  Blue  Mountain 
College  Division  of  Fine  Arts 
and  Speech  will  present 
Martha  Frances  Monroe  and 
June  Meyer  in  a  duet  piano 
recital  on  March  6  at  7:30  p.m. 
in  Garrett  Auditorium,  BMC. 
Selections  will  include  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  styles  includii^  works 


I » TiTm  twUSzu  lUl  •Jut  •!  t  iCKiV 


Mozart,  Quilter,  Barber  and 
Liebau. 

The  Blue  Mountain 
College  Department  of 
“Speech  and  Theatre  will  pre¬ 
sent  the  play  Ladies  in 
Retirement.  The  production 
will  open  on  Feb.  26,  with  a 
9:30  a.m.  matinee  i  for  school 
ollege  groups.  Another  matinee  has 
been  scheduled  for 
school  groups  on  Feb. 
27  at  9:30  a.m.  All 
evening  performances 
will  run  Feb.  27- 
March  1  at  7:30  p.m. 
in  the  Garrett  Fine 
Arts  Center.  A  special 
matinee  for  seniors 
will  be  held  Feb.  28  at 
1:30  p.m.  For  ticket 
Cheryl  Mo^n;  information  and 
Cover  Design  reservations,  call  (662) 
Winner  685-4771,  ext.  131. 


James  Sdater 
and  Angela 
WiUougl^y,  the 
performing  duo 
of  clarinet  Jind 

Eiano  known  as 
yricas,  are  in 
concert  at 
Mississippi 
College, 
Ginton,  on  Feb. 
18  in  Aven  Hall 

Blue  Motmtain  College  Creative  Writing  Poetry  Wnners  duo '^^paf^m 

awarded  Mississippi  College  a  prognun  of  music  from  tt>e 
academic  scholarships.  works  of  Mozart,  Brahms,  and 

Debussy.  Admission  is  free. 


i  .vac  X- X  3c 


McAdams  Church,  Sallis, 
called  Dan  West  as  pastor  on 
Nov.  3.  West  and  his  wife 
Rachel  live  in  Kosciusko. 

Magnolia  Church,  Laurel, 
called  Jay  Cook  as  pastor  on 
Nov.  3.  Cook,  a  native  of 
Batesville,  ^viously  served  as 

?astor  of  Toomsuba  Church, 
oomsuba.  Cook  attended 
Mississippi  College  and  New 
Orleans  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary. 


Blue  Mountain  College  Creative  Witing  Short  Story  Wiimers 


FLOWOOD  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS 

seeking  a  P/T  Youth  Minister.  Please 
send  resume  to  1649  Old  Fannin 
Road,  Flowood,  MS  39232,  Attention; 

Personnel  Department. _ 

DRUMMER  NEEDED  FOR  JACKSON 
metro  area  SBC  church.  Call  601-946- 

9406  for  details. _ 

SUYDEN  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  ^laydea 
Miss.  (Marshall  Association)  is  seekir^  an 
interim  MusicWorship  Leader.  Please  con¬ 
tact  the  church  office  at  (662)  252-4559. 
PARKWAY  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Hema 
Miss.,  is  cunently  seeking  a  full-time  \buth 
Minister.  Send  resumes  to  Personnel 


Ministry  Team,  ftrkway  Baptist  Church,  50 
North  Parkway,  Hemarxio,  MS  38632.  For 
more  information  call  (662)  429-6045.  * 

JASPER  COUNTY  BAPTIST 
Association  is  seeking  a  Director  of 
Missions.  The  position  is  part-time, 
working  w/22  churches.  For  more 
information,  call  (601)  764-2471  or 
email:  jcba0biyspringstel.net.  Or  to 
apply,  please  send  resume  to: 
Missions  Committee,  JCBA,  P.O.  Box 
385,  Bay  Springs,  MS  39422-0385, 
postmarked  no  later  than  2/28/03. 
nANIST  NEEDED  at  First  Baptist  Churc 
of  Byram.  Please  call  (601)  372-3156. 
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invites  your  indication  of  interest  to: 

FIRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 

EARN  UP  TO:  8.75% 


These  bonds  mty  be  pUcvd  in  a  setf-diiected  IRA. 
Transfers  and  rdloven  accepted,  in  moat  cases. 


Interest  Payable  Quarterly 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offw  to  sell 
nor  a  solicitation  of  an  offer  to  buy.  All  oHers 
are  made  by  piopectus  only. 
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5408-A  Bell  •  Amarillo  TX  79109 
Member  NASD,  SIPC 

For  more  complete  infotmalkm  about  bond  iwues, 
obtain  a  protpedus  which  describes  aH  of  (he 
paitkulan  of  the  undertakinf.  Read  it  carahrily 
before  you  invest  or  serxt  money.  All  borrds  are 
offered  at  (ace  value,  subleci  to  availability. 


CAU  0»  RFTUaN  THIS  TO 


MartlB  Neethera 

POBwlSOt 

BeatomARTMlS-llOS 
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Fltasa  send  mt  Informatkm  on  Iht  Rni  Moraei 
Owrcti  lends  amendy  kalni  oSM  by  CreM  Nadon 
biyeamant  Cotp. 


Family  Bible  SiupY 

The  Bible:  Its  Value 

Psalm  119:9-16;  Jeremiah  36:2-3,  21-24, 27-28 


Shirley  Stout 


Do  you  ccHisider  your  Bible 
CMie  of  your  treasures?  If  so,  how 
do  you  show  that  it  is  a  trecisure? 
Treasures  can  be  locked  away  for 
safe  keeping  displayed  for  ^  to 
see,  or  carefully  used.  The  Bible 
is  a  treasure  that  is  intended  for 
our  daily  use.  It  is  a  guide  to 
teach  us  the  way  to  salvation  and 
the  way  to  live  Godly  lives. 

The  theme  of  Psalm  119  is 
God’s  Word  -  a  treasury  of  God's 
thoughts  from  Goa's  heart. 
God's  Word  should  be  treasured 
because  it  contains  God's  stan- 
dcirds  of  a  Christian  lifestyle.  By 
measuring  ourselves  against 
these  standards,  we  are  convict¬ 
ed  of  our  sins.  To  help  us  resist 
temptation  when  we  do  not  have 
access  to  a  written  copy  of  God's 
Word,  we  need  a  memory  store¬ 
house  of  precepts  from  God’s 


Word.  We  need  God's 
strength  and  God's 
Worcf  to  remind  us  not 
to  resort  to  sin's  tempta- 
tion.  The  Bible  is^  Stough 

defaise  against  sin.  Read  daily,  p 
the  Bible  gives  us  strengtn,  p 
encoviragement,  and  guidance  to  n 
face  each  day's  circumstances.  It  tl 
contains  edl  we  need  to  know  to  J< 
live  a  righteous  life.  o 

Many  people  do  not  have  g 
access  to  the  Word.  Some,  in  n 
fact,  could  be  murdered  for  fi 
possessing  it.  How  fortunate  t< 
we  are  to  own  a  copy  of  the  tl 
Word  and  to  be  able  to  read  it  v 
freely!  Like  the  psalmist  we  p 
should  rejoice  that  we  have  the  k 
OTportunity  tell  others  about  p 
God’s  helpful  commandments,  n 
that  we  have  His  statutes  to  fol-  o 
low,  and  that  we  can  enjoy  reg-  o 
ular  reading  of  His  Word.  The  n 
joy  we  have  in  God's  Word  can  g 


be  seen  in  how  we 
I'Keive  and  respond  to 
it.  How  do  we  treasure 
it?  Do  we  eagerly  read  it 
daily  or  do  we  merely 
take  it  back  and  forth  to 
church  on  Sunday? 

Another  value  of  the 
Scripture  is  that  it  is 
written  for  a  purpose. 
Jeremiah  36  contains  an 
example  of  God's  pur¬ 
pose  in  givmg  Scripture.  The 
people  of  Judah  were  extreme¬ 
ly  backslidden.  God  wanted 
tnem  to  repent.  He  told 
Jeremiah  to  write  in^  scroll  all 
of  the  messages  that  God  had 
given  him  over  his  20-year 
ministry.  These  messages  were 
filled  with  warnings  for  Judah 
to  repent.  Jeremiah  dictated 
the  message  to  Baruch,  God 
wcmted  the  message  read  to  the 
people  so  that  they  would 
know  the  Judgment  God 
planned  to  infuct  u  they  did  not 
repent.  An  important  purpose 
of  the  Bible  is  to  convict  people 


of  sin  and  to  encourage  them  to 
repent  in  order  to  receive  for¬ 
giveness. 


Jeremiah  ob^ed  God's 
demands.  Accordmg  to  King 
Jdioiakim's  orders,  Jeremiah  was 
banned  from  ^e  temple. 
Therefore,  Jeremiah  sent  Baruch 
to  read  God's  W2unines  to  the 
people.  As  Baruch  read,  a  king's 
attendant  decided  that  the  king's 
council  should  hear  it  When^ 
council  heard  it,  they  realized 
they  had  to  tell  the  l^g  about 
God's  warning.  Expectii^  a  vio¬ 
lent  reaction,  die  coundl  urged 
Jeremiah  and  Baruch  to  hide. 
Then  die  council  took  the  scroll  to 
King  Jdioiakim.  As  Jehudi  read, 
die  kim  became  so  angry  that  he 
burned  die  entire  manuscript. 
His  effort  to  destroy  God's  Word 
was  in  Vcun.  Goa  commanded 
Jeremiah  to  rewrite  everything 
he  had  written  before  widi  addi- 
ticxis.  Jeremiah  ob^ed.  This 
inddent'j^roves  that  (xtd's  Word 
is  indestructible.  People  can  try 
to  destroy  it,  but  God  can  inspire 
it  to  be  rewritten  as  many  times 
asnecessaiy. 

Others  tnrou^  the  years  have 
tried  to  destroy  God's  Word.  For 
centuries,  die  Bible  was  written 
only  in  Latin  and  allowed  only  in 


die  hands  of  educated  clergy  and 
highly  learned  citizens.  John 
lAydiHie,  Erasmus  and  William 
Tyndale  had  dreams  of  putting 
die  Bible  in  the  hands  of  ordinary 
people.  Despite  persecution, 
these  men  were  successful  in 
their  goal.  People  joyfully 
received  the  Word  even  mough  it 
had  to  be  discreedy  delivered 
and  in  some  situations  diey  paid 
high  prices  for  the  Bibles. 

Efforts  of  sacrifice  to  give 
us  the  Word  of  God  remina  us 
that  we  should  appreciate  the 
privilege  of  having  it.  Surely 
no  Christian  would  reject  the 
Word  of  God  as  King  Jehoiakim 
did.  However,  we  show  dis¬ 
dain  for  God's  Word  when  we 
are  complacent  and  indifferent. 
Failure  to  read  and  to  study  it 
renders  it  ineffective  in  its  pur¬ 
pose  for  our  lives.  We  dis¬ 
please  God  when  we  neglect 
His  Word.  God's  Word  is  a 
treasure,  not  one  to  be  stored  or 
merely  viewed,  but  one  to  be 
read,  studied  and  followed! 

Stough  is  member  of  First 
Church,  Picayune. 


Explore  the  Bible 

"Paying  the  Price" 

John  19:6-8, 12-13, 16-18,  28-30, 38-39 


By  Don  Wilson _ 

Just  hours  remained  until 
Jesus  would  be  left  hanging  on 
a  cross.  It  seemed  that  His  des¬ 
tiny  had  been  dumped  into  the 
lap  of  Pilate  who  now  would 
now  be  forced  to  give  a  final 
ruling.  In  an  attempt  to 
appease  the  accusing  Jewish 
leaders,  Pilate  had  given  the 
order  for  Jesus  to  be  scourged. 
This  all  happened  before  any 
judgment  had  been  made  and 
without  any  just  cause 

I.  BEHOLD  THE  MAN! 
John  19:6-8, 12-13 

Already  the  Roman  soldiers' 
had  mocked  Jesus.  They  had 
crowned  Him  witti  a  crown  of 
dioms  and  put  a  kingly,  purple 
robe  on  His  back  (l^z).  They 
had  even  bowed  before  Him  and 


Now  Pilate  present¬ 
ed  Jesus:  "Behold  the 
Man!"  (19:5).  When  the 
religious  leaders  cA  the  VN^lson 
Jews  saw  Him,  the'cry 
instandy  erupt^  from  their  lips:  n 
"Crucify  Him!  Crudfy  Him!"  p 
(19:6).  Evidendy  .these  words  J( 
were  not  quietly  or  passively  ti 
spoken,  but  ydled  and  screeched  p 
by  an  entire  mob  of  relendess,  v 
uncompromising,  religious  men.  h 
The  powerful  governor  of  Rome  h 
sudcfenly  becomes  weak.  "You  b 
take  Him  and  cructfy  Him  for  I  r 
tod  no  fault  in  Him,"  he  said,  p 


?:6-8, 12-13  This  is  now  die  third  time  diat 

ady  the  Roman  soldiers^  Pilate  had  told  diese  folks  that 
locked  Jesus.  They  had  Jesus  was  without  a  flaw  (1839; 
xl  Him  widi  a  crown  of  19:4,  here  in  19:6). 
and  put  a  kingly,  purple  The  initial  respionse  of  the 
n  His  back  Th^  chief  priests  was  reactive,  but 

en  bowed  before  Him  and  the  siibsequent  one  was  more 
yelled,  "Hail,  King  of  die  Jews!",  reflective  and  honest.  'We  have 
out  it  was  just  a  big  joke  to  them,  a  law  ...  He  ought  to  die 
Pilate  must  have  watched  all  diis  because  He  made  Himself  the 
with  a  demeaning,  prideful  grin  Son  of  God"  (19:7).  The  charge 
cm  bus  face.  was  blasphemy;  the  penalty. 


death.  Up  to  this  point 
these  religious  leaders 
had  no  concern  for  legal¬ 
ity,  but  now  they 
revealed  the  real  issue 
for  them.  Jesus  claimed 
to  be  the  Son  of  God  and 
they  refused  to  believe  it. 

Now  fear  filled 
Pilate’s  heart.  Could 
Jesus  possibly  be  who 
He  claimed  to  oe?  Upon 
re-calling  Jesus,  he  assertecf  his 

flower  to  release  or  crucify 
esus.  Jesus  gave  new  informa¬ 
tion  for  Pilate  about  Cod's 
power  and  his  power.  "You 
would  have  no  power  if  God 
had  not  given  it.*  Pilate  must 
have  trembled  even  more 
because  again  he  tried  to 
release  Jesus,  but  then  the  Jews 
played  their  trump  card  and 
Pilate  caved  in.  They  told  him 
that  if  he  released  Jesus  he 
could  not  possibly  be  Caesar's 
friend  because  Jesus  had  made 
Himself  King. 

n.  BEHOLD  YOUR  KING! 
John  19:16-19,  28-30 

This  second,  sarcastic  presen¬ 
tation  of  Jesus  (19:14)  may  reveal 
something  of  the  disdain  he  had 
toward  these  stubborn,  persistent 
people.  The  cry  for  Jesus  to  be 


crucified  resonated  again 
forou^  the  streets  of  Jerusalem 
followed  by  a  statement  that  no 
good  Jew  would  ever  s^:  "We 
have  no  King,  but  Caesar" 
(19:15).  The  ouestion  of  how 
these  p>eople  wno  were  so  reli¬ 
gious  could  ever  do  something 
so  evil  aiKl  so  hard-hearted  has 
been  answered.  Their  allegiance 
was  rK>t  to  God. 

The  emphasis  in  19:16-19  is 
not  Jesus  bearing  His  cross,  not 
the  place  where  the  execution 
would  occur,  nor  the  presence 
of  the  criminals  on  eitner  side. 
These  verses  actually  point  to 
the  next  verse-the  sign  placed 
over  Jesus'  head.  "JESUS  OF 
NAZARETH,  KING  OF  THE 
JEWS!"  (verse  19).  It  was  one 
final  stab  at  the  religious  elite  of 
the  Jews  that  had  used  him  to 
get  what  they  wanted. 

Jesus  knew  before  His 
arrest  all  the  things  that  were 

f;oing  to  happen  to  Him 
18:4).  Now  He  knew  that 
everything  was  now  accom¬ 
plished  (19:28).  It  is  interest¬ 
ing  that  John  does  not  include 
the  details  regarding  the 
extent  of  Jesus'  suffering. 
Only  19:28-30  gives  us  insight 
into  what  John  saw.  First,  ne 


cried  out,  "I  thirst."  John's 
notation  is  that  this  was  said 
in  order  that  Scripture  might 
be  fulfilled.  Then  after  some¬ 
one  had  put  the  sour  wine- 
soaked  sponge  to  His  mouth. 
He  said,  "It  is  finished,"  and 
He  died.  Jesus  knew  that  His 
life  was  finished.  He  knew 
that  His  mission  was  accom¬ 
plished.  He  knew,  for  the 
First  time,  the  load  of  the  sin 
of  the  whole  world. 

III.  BEHOLD  THE  BODY 
John  19:38-39 

The  King  of  the  Jews  was 
dead!  Two  secret  disciples, 
Joseph  and  Nicodemus,  were 
the  first  to  lose  their  fear.  Their 
fears  had  caused  them  to  retreat, 
but  as  they  watched  Jesus  die, 
they  understood  that  Jesus  was 
King.  Joseph  appiealed  to  Pilate 
for  me  body  of  Jesus  and  he  and 
Nicodemus  anointed  his  body 
with  the  one  hundred  pounds  of 
spices.  It  was  a  burial  fit  for  a 
King  because  He  was  their 
King.  And  He  is  still  King. 
Resurrection-the  proof  of  His 
Kingship  —  is  right  arouto  the 
comer.  / 


Wilson  is  jMstor  of  Pleasant 
Ridge  Oturch,  Dumas. 
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1  Immanuel  Baptist  Church.  Vicksburg 

2  Temple  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg 

3  Morrison  Heights  Baptist  Church.  Clinton 

4  First  Baptist  Church,  Corinth 

5  First  Baptist  Church.  Kosciusko 

6  Russell  Baptist  Church,  Meridian 

7  First  Baptist  Church.  Water  Valley 

8  First  Baptist  Church.  Crystal  Springs 

9  First  Baptist  Church,  Buckatunna 

10  First  Baptist  Church.  Richton 

1 1  First  Baptist  Church,  Sardis 

1 2  West  Kemper  Baptist  Church.  De  Kalb 

1 3  First  Baptist  Church.  Jackson 

14  Rolling  Creek  Baptist  Church.  Quitman 

15  First  Baptist  Church.  Brookhaven 

16  Calvary  Baptist  Church.  Waynesboro 

17  Roseland  Park  Baptist  Church,  Picayune 

18  First  Baptist  Church,  Madison 

19  First  Baptist  Church.  Hazlehursi 

20  First  Baptist  Church.  Louisville 

21  First  Baptist  Church.  Canton 

22  Phalli  Baptist  Church.  Prentiss 

23  First  Baptist  Church.  Gulfport 

24  Highland  Baptist  Church.  Vicksburg 

25  Indian  Springs  Baptist  Church,  Petal 

26  Williarasville  Baptist  Church.  Kosciusko 

27  First  Baptist  Church.  Picayune 

28  First  Baptist  Church,  McComb 

29  Leaf  River  Baptist  Church,  Collins 

30  First  Baptist  Church.  Booneville 

31  Poplar  Springs  Baptist  Church,  Newton 

32  First  Baptist  Church,  Union 

33  Bunker  Hill  Baptist  Church.  Columbia 
.34  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Bogue  Chino 

35  Briar  Hill  Baptist  Church,  Florence 

36  Bethany  Baptist  Church.  Calhoun  City 

37  Big  Creek  Baptist  Church.  Big  Creek 

38  First  Baptist  Church,  Abbeville 

39  Topisaw  Baptist  Church.  Bogue  Chino 

40  Liberty  Baptist  Church.  Liberty 

41  lyiertown  Baptist  Church,  lyiettown 

42  State  Boulevard  Baptist  Church,  Meridian 

43  North  Winona  Baptist  Church,  Winona 

44  Harmony  Baptist  Church.  Crystal  Springs 

45  Woodland  Baptist  Church,  Woodland 

46  Gaston  Baptist  Church.  Booneville 

47  Fellowship  Baptist  Church.  Meridian 

48  Parkway  Baptist  Church,  Clinton 

49  Raymond  Baptist  Church.  Raymond 

50  Forest  Baptist  Church,  Forest 

51  North  Greenwood  Church.  Greenwood 

52  Bovina  Baptist  Church,  Vicksburg 

53  Midway  Baptist  Church.  Meridian 

54  Sylvarena  Baptist  Church.  Raleigh 

55  Sand  Hill  Baptist  Church.  Richton 
.56  Wildwood  Baptist  Church.  Clinton 

57  Meadville  Baptist  Church.  Meadville 

58  Seminary  Baptist  Church.  Seminary 

59  Rienzi  Baptist  Church.  Rienzi 

60  Northwest  Baptist  Association,  Hernando 

61  Walthall  Baptist  Church.  Walthall 

62  Murphy  Creek  Baptist  Church.  Louisville 

63  Ackerman  Baptist  Church,  Ackerman 

64  First  Baptist  Church.  Starkville 

65  Springfield  Baptist  Church.  Monon 

66  Mount  Zion  Baptist  Church-Tate,  Independence 

67  Ingomar  Baptist  Church,  New  Albany 

68  First  Baptist  Church,  Quitman 

69  First  Baptist  Church,  Greenville 

70  Parkway  Baptist  Church.  Kosciusko 

71  Goodwater  Baptist  Church,  Magee 

72  First  Baptist  Church.  Brandon 

73  New  Harmony  Baptist  Church.  Blue  Springs 

74  Macedonia  Baptist  Church,  Myrtle 

75  East  Philadelphia  Baptist  Church.  Philadelphia 

76  First  Baptist  Church,  Clinton 

Jl-  Wheeler  Grove  Baptist  Church.  Corinth 
*'  78  Pleasant  Grove  Baptist  Church,  Brookhaven 

79  Pleasant  Valley  Baptist  Church.  Mendenhall 

80  Chunky  Baptist  Church,  Chunky 

81  Memorial  Baptist  Church.  Richton 

82  Mount  Zion  Baptist  Church.  Columbus 
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.That  Word! 


By  Timmy  Porter 


"Do  we  still  need  Affirmative  Action?"  ^  is  the  Cli 
cover  story  for  the  January  27  issue  of  Newsweek.  Hi 
One  news  article  reads,  "Lawsuits  threat; 
ened  over  NFL  minority  hiring  practices."^ 

Another  states,  "Sterilization  group  called 
racist  for  paying  addicts  not  to  give  birth. 

Yet  another  s^s,  "Black  leaders  spar  over 
Pickering.'"*  The  common  thread  or  better 
yet  the  common  word  in  all  these  articles  is 
that  word  Racism.  It  is  a  word  that  will  not 
go  away  because  it  describes  a  condition 
tnat  permeates  every  segment  of  our  society. 

Racism  is  no  respecter  of  persons  in  that  it  Porter 
infects  us  all.  Author  George  A.  Yancy  writes, 

"We  live  in  a  racist  socie^.  Racism  is  not  found  only  th< 
way  down  South  or  in  certain  neighborhoods.  gr( 
Unfortunately,  the  phenomenon  of  racism  is  part  of  tn< 
what  makes  America  what  it  is.  It  is  our  history  and  im 
our  culture. . .  I  cannot  ignore  the  realities  of  racism  rel 
in  our  society,  so  sometimes  in  reaction,  I  act  or  think  co 
in  racist  ways.  I  want  to  think  that  racism  is  some-  res 
thing  that  is  only  foimd  in  those  groups  of  individu-  th< 
als  that  we  tend  to  think  of  as  bigots.  But  now  I  am  fee 
forced  to  be  honest.  It  is  in  me  as  well."^  m< 

Most  groups  have  developed  their  own  idea  and  go 
working  definition  of  racism  and  who  is  and  is  not  loc 
a  racist.  The  Webster  New  World  Dictionary  of  13' 
American  English  defines  racism  as  "a  doctrine  or  or 
teaching,  without  scientific  evidence  that  claims  to  26' 
find  racial  differences  in  character,  intelligence,  etc.,  17' 
that  asserts  the  superiority  of  one  race  over  another  yo 
or  others.  .  .  "  We  all  say,  "Well,  that's  not  me  Th 
because  I  don't  feel  that  way,"  and  we  speak  the  res 
truth  of  our  hearts  as  best  we  understand  it.  White  al 
supremacist  ideology  is  not  acceptable,  but  one  14' 
must  not  take  comfort  in  believing  racism  no  longer  me 
exists.  Charles  Colson  said,  "Certainly  evil  is  to  oe  go 
expected  in  a  fallen  world.  What  is  not  expected  is  rel 


not  love  his  brother,  whom  he  has  seen,  cannot  love 
God,  whom  he  has  not  seen." 

As  a  Christian  community  we  cannot  neglect  the 
command  of 


Christ  to  expand 


His  Kingdom 
which 
must 
include  all 
races.  In  a 
July  2002 
survey 
Gallup 
asked 
blacks 
a  n  d 
whites 
which  of 
the  following 
groups  could  do 
me  best  job  in 


inL  ncwininu  ur  dum  ^ 

Newsr 
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for  a  holy  people  to  accept  it."  George  Yancy  also 
said,  "...  the  sm  pastors  and  the  church  neglect 
most  is  racism."® 

Has  racism  remained  because  we  have  assigned 
our  government  the  responsibility  to  remove  it 
from  our  lives?  There  was  much  wisdom  in 
President  Bush's  remarks  made  on  January  20,  2003 

to  those  gathered  at  First  Church - - - 

of  Glenarden,  handover, 

Maryland  as  they  celebrated  Dr. 

Martin  Luther  King  Jr.'s  birth¬ 
day.  He  said,  "There  are  still 
people  in  our  society  who  hurt. 

There  is  still  prejudice.  It  is  fit¬ 
ting  we  must  understand  that 
governmentycan  help  .  .  .  but  it 
cannot  put  hope  in  people's 
hearts  or  a  sense  of  purpose  in 
their  lives."  This  is  wny  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
observes  Race  Relations  Day  the 
second  Sunday  in  February.  The 
theme  for  this  year  is  "Who  is 
my  neighbor?,"  Luke  10:29. 

The  '  story  of  the  good 
Samaritan  found  in  Luke  10 
teaches  us  that  the  color  of  one's  skin,  the  style  of 
one's  worship  nor  one's  status  in  life  should  be 
determining  metors  in  how  we  relate  to  that  person. 

I  John  4:20  says,  "If  anyone  says,  'I  love  God'  yet 
hates  his  brother,  he  is  a  liar.  For  anyone  who  does 
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the  best  job  in 
improving  race 
relations  in  this 
country.  The 
responses  among 
the  blacks  were: 
federal  govern¬ 
ment,  17%,  state 
government,  12%, 
local  government, 

13%,  religious 
organizations, 

26%,  local  schools, 

17%,  business  in 
your  area,  7%. 

The  whites 

responded:  feder¬ 
al  government, 

14%,  state  govern¬ 
ment,  8%,  local 
government,  13%, 
religious  organi¬ 
zations,  22%,  local 
schools,  30%, 
business  in  your 
area,  4%.  The  survey  indicates  that  78%  of  the 
white  and  74%  of  the  black  community  feel  other 
entities  are  more  adepLin  addressing  racism  than 
religious  organizations.^ 

—  -  -  The  Samaritan  in  Jesus'  story 

did  not  make  excuses  not  did  he 
try  to  dodge  the  issue  before 
him.  He  saw  a  human  being 
suffering  and  he  responded  as  a 
Christian.  Even  though  we  will 
emphasize  race  relations  on 
February  10  this  year,  that  is  not 
enough.  It  is  a  task  that  requires 
our  being  sensitive  to  the  needs, 
hurts,  and  the  disadvantages  of 
others  each  day  of  the  year,  not 
just  one. 

Michael  Thurman  writes,  "To 
love  others  is  easier  said  than 
done;  however,  we  must  man¬ 
age  to  incorporate  it  into  our 
daily  lives.  We  must  wrestle 
with,  ultimately,  overcome,  our 
prejudices  that  we  bring  to  bear  on  the  relation¬ 
ships  we  form  with  others.  Our  love  for  others 
must  be  based  on  our  recognition  of  them  as  having 
desires  and  needs  just  as  we  do,  as  having  basic 
sameness  as  we,  or  having  a  truly  transcendent 


reality  about  themselves  as  we  do."® 

Here  are  some  things  we  can  do.  First,  pray 
thanking  God  for  the  progress  that  has  been  made 

in  racial  reconcili¬ 
ation  and  ask 
Him  to  help  us 
identify  the 
racism  that  is  in 
our  hearts.  Also, 
pray  that  He  will 
reveal  to  us  how 
we  might  get 
involved  in  tne 
work  of  racial  rec¬ 
onciliation. 

Perhaps  one  of 
the  most  positive 
things  we  can  do 
is  to  take  the  time 
to  hear  the  heart 
of  those  who  have 
been  hurt  by 
racism.  Then  seek 
to  help  that  per¬ 
son  find  the  peace 
and  joy  of  Christ 
as  we  demon¬ 
strate  Christ's 
love  to  them. 
Jesus  said,  "I  have 
other  sheep  that 
are  not  of  this 
sheep  pen.  I  must 
bring  them  also. 
They  too  will  lis¬ 
ten  to  my  voice, 
and  there  shall  be 
one  flock  and  one 
shepherd,"  John 
10:16.  One  day 
that  word  racism 
will  not  exist. 
May  the  Lord  has¬ 
ten  that  day. 


1  Newsweek,  January  27, 2003. 

2  USA  Today,  January  23, 2003,  pg.  1C. 

3  The  Washm^on  Times,  Januaiy  13-19, 2003,  pg.  12. 

4  The  Clarion  Ledger,  January  23, 2003,  pg.  Bl. 

5  Beyond  Black  or  White,  George  A.  Yancy,  19%,  Baker 

Books,  pgs.  14-15. 14-15. 

6  Ibid.,  pg.  2i. 

7  fjjfe  light,  Feb.  2003,  Culture  Response  Kit,  ERLC. 

8  Love:  tundamental  Ingredient  of  the  Christian  Life, 

Michael  F.  Thurman:  2000,  Broadman  and  Holman, 

pg.68. 
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